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Cbttortals! 


Those  who  may  feel  inclined  to  criticize  the  poor  editor  for  not 
issuing  the  Monthly  promptly  each  month,  should  remember  that  he 
is  an  overworked  fellow  with  a retail,  mail  and  auction  business  de- 
manding much  of  his  time.  Hereafter  the  Elder  Monthly  must  be 
looked  upon  as  a bi-monthly  magaz.iue,  but  we  will  endeavor  to  keep 
it  of  considerable  size.  Will  those  readers  who  have  not  sent  in  their 
subscriptions,  kindly  do  so  at  once? 
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^Intonate 


President  Roosevelt,  in  an  open  letter  gives  good  reasons  why  the 
ruotto  “In  God  We  Trust’’  was  omitted  from  the  new  $10  gold  piece 
by  St.  Gaudens.  The  incongruosness  of  such  a motto  over  the  head 
of  either  an  Indiau  warrior  or  an  eagle  is  apparent,  and  the  many  un- 
dignified uses  to  which  coins  are  put  also  must  be  considered.  Were 
not  $10  and  $20  pieces  bearing  this  motto,  slipped  down  the 
necks  of  gay  chorus  girls  and  tenderloin  beauties  at  notable  New 
York  dinner  parties  given  by  gentlemen  swells?  In  the  large  crop 
of  parodies  which  the  free  silver  movement  brought  out  in  the  last 
presidential  campaign  the  abuse  of  the  motto  was  notable.  One  of 
these  pieces  known  among  numismatists  as  a “Biyan  Dollar,’’  bore  a 
homely  head  of  Liberty  and  this  motto  “In  God  we  trust  for  the  other 
47’’  (cents).  The  reverse  type  showing  an  eagle  with  a rooster’s 
head  was  in  keeping  with  the  inscription  “Billy  Bryan  idea  of  free 
coinage  16  to  1.”  Auother  piece  bore  a caricature  of  Bryan  and  the 
legend  “In  God  we  trust  for  the  other  47  cents, ’’  while  the  reverse 
read  “ 16  to  1 Nit.  1906.’’  The  “Bryan  Dime’’  however  was  the 
choicest  absurdity,  the  obverse  picturing  a goose  with  a donkey’s  head. 
“ In  Bryan  we  trust,  ’ ’ was  the  motto  in  the  field,  while  the  border- 
went  “United  Snakes  of  America.’’  The  reverse  had  these  delectable 
utterances  “Free  Silver.  One  Dam.  1896.’’  After  the  controversy 
about  absence  of  the  motto  has  been  threshed  out  Mr.  Roosevelt’s  po- 
sition in  the  matter  will  have  the  support  of  many  who  at  first  were 
opposed  to  the  change. 

Of  course  it  could  not  have  been  expected  that  certian  newspapers 
which  do  a lot  of  monotonous  knocking  at  President  Roosevelt  would 
speak  favorably  of  the  new  $10  gold  piece.  The  new  coin  types  are  a vast 
improvement  over  the  cast-iron,  meaningless,  expressionless  head  and 
eagle  on  the  old  issues.  The  principal  types  cannot  be  thrown  into 
higher  relief  and  yet  be  commercially  acceptable,  although  it  must  be 
admitted  that  we  lose  in  the  flat  types  much  of  the  beauty  of  the  ex- 
quisite heavy  relief  staters  of  Philip  II,  Alexander  and  Lysimachus. 
The  simple  obverse  of  the  Indian  head  with  “war  bonnet’’  extending 
to  the  edge  of  the  coin,  finds  many  similar  examples  in  the  best  Greek 
coins  showing  the  heads  of  Zeus,  Hercules,  Appollo1  and  Pallas.  The 
eagle  is  Ptolemaic  in  spirit  perhaps,  but  this  type  has  been  for  long 
the  admiration  of  artists  and  its  use  by  the  Greeks  for  over  three  hun- 
dred years  shows  that  the  protest  against  it,  if  there  was  auy,  must 
have  been  feeble. 


Cbitorials 
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The  Chicagoans  are  passing  a few  resolutions  too  these  days  re  a 
better  coinage. 


We  are  pleased  to  note  that  the  usual  Boston  diet  of  beans  and 
apple  pie  is  sometimes  varied  with  numismatic  edibles. 


Our  good  friend  Mr.  Gilbert  pauses  from  the  contemplation  of 
that  great  1794  cent  and  Jackson  collection  to  whack  the  new  coin. 


The  Kalamazoo  Telegraph  which  raves  over  the  “Girl  on  the  1907 
Silver  Dollar”  evidently  has  no  membership  in  a clipping  bureau. 


Howdand  Wood  writes  that  a search  in  the  bar-rooms  will  reveal 
a lot  of  parodies  of  the  motto  “In  God  We  Trust.”  Wonder  if  he 
spoke  from  personal  observation? 


We  must  apologize  for  the  omission  from  this  number  of  the  open- 
ing portion  of  Mr.  Blake’s  work  on  paper  money.  We  hope  to  begin 
its  publication  in  our  next  issue. 


By  special  kindness  of  Mr.  Huntington,  readers  will  see  in 
this  issue  a splendid  reproduction  of  the  beautiful  medal  by  Fuchs, 
which  is  about  to  be  awarded  by  the  Hispanic  Society  of  America. 


The  Elder  Monthly  was  the  first  publication  in  the  United  States 
to  give  a correct  description  of  the  new  St.  Gaudeus  $10  and  $20  gold 
pieces  and  it  was  the  first  to  announce  that  the  new7  eagle  would  be 
the  first  of  the  two  coins  to  come  out. 


1 he  committee  of  the  American  Numismatic  Assocication,  ap- 
pointed for  the  improvement  of  the  United  States  coinage  artistically, 
has  recently  received  a valuable  member  in  Hon.  William  A.  Ashbrook, 
member  of  Congress  from  Ohio.  Mr.  Ashbrook  is  a coin  collector. 
Thiscommittee  will  be- found  on  the  active  list,  and  will  be  heard  from 
within  a short  time. 
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Scrawny  looking  birds  were  the  two  eagles  pictured  in  the  New 
York  World  of  November  16th  as  “glorious  looking  birds  of  freedom 
as  they  really  are.’’  These  glorious  specimens  appear  in  bad  need  of 
the  services  of  a,  taxidermist  and  chiropodist. 


The  Ancient  Shekel  Company  of  L,os  Angeles,  Calif.,  has  been 
organized  with  875,000  capital  stock  to  turn  out  imitations  of  coins, 
ancient  and  modern,  now  obsolete.  This  concern  will  hear  from  the 
numismatists  in  due  time,  and  the  secret  service  officers  also  will  in 
all  probability  have  a look  into  its  workings. 


Mr.  Huser,  brother-in-law  of  Frederick  H.  Wegener,  whose 
strange  death  is  told  in  this  issue,  states  that  no  trace  of  Mr.  Wegen- 
er’s wonderful  jewels,  or  necklace,  or  money,  has  been  found.  From 
this  it  would  appear  that  some  person  or  persons  got  them  from  Fritz 
by  illigitimate  means.  His  end  seems  now  even  more  mysterious  than 
ever. 


It  is  very  evident  that  in  obtaining  designs  for  the  new  $20  and  $10 
gold  coins  the  Federal  authorities  made  the  mistake  of  consulting  art  in- 
stead of  the  deeply  founded  convictions  of  a people. — New  Orleans  Stale 
(paper). 

We  thought  New  Orleans  had  emerged  sometime  ago  from  the 
back-woods.  There  are  still  some  fossils  left,  even  in  newspaperdom. 


The  new  St.  Gauden’s  $10  gold  piece  has  staunch  suppporters  in 
Messrs.  Wood  and  Connick,  and  their  letters,  in  this  issue,  will  be 
found  very  interesting.  Mr.  Connick  writes  from  the  standpoint  of 
the  artist,  which  he  certainly  is.  It  was  he  who  in  the  first  issue  of 
the  Elder  Monthly,  in  March  1906,  wrote  a criticism  of  the  coinage  of 
the  United  States,  and  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  agitate  for  a more 
artistic  coinage. 


Those  who  are  kicking  because  St.  Gaudens  chose  the  face  on  an 
Irish  waitress  for  the  new  gold  coins  have  probably  forgotten  that  the 
artist’s  mother  was  a Donovan  of  Dublin,  and  when  the  artist  came  to 
New  York  it  was  as  Paul  Donovan.  His  father  was  named  Paul  and 
lived  in  St.  Gaudens,  France.— Commercial. 


€bitoriaIg 
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Confrtieratf  Jffloney  Jfflania 

Samuel  Hahn,  son  of  an  honest  German  of  this  city,  threatens  to 
“break  up  house-keeping”  at  the  Hahn  domicile,  through  his  queer 
eccentricities  on  the  money  question.  Sam  has  a mania  for  paper 
money,  and  to  keep  it  in  check  his  father  is  obliged  to  spend  several 
dollars  in  good  American  money  each  week  to  keep  his  son  supplied 
with  Confederate  bills  of  the  denominations  of  $5,  $10,  $20,  and  $100. 
Fortunately  for  his  pa,  Sam  evidently  suffers  from  color  blindness  as 
he  will  take  any  kind  of  bills,  just  so  they  are  money,  but  he  has  a 
penchant  for  bills  of  large  as  well  as  those  of  small  denomination. 
Imagining  that  he  is  keeping  a legitimate  bank  account,  Sam  keeps  a 
bank  book,  in  fact  a regular  set  of  books,  in  order  to  carry  on  his 
extensive  business  in  real  estate  banking  in  a manner  strictly  correct 
and  up  to  date.  Sam’s  astuteness  as  a mathematician  the  elder  Hahn 
discovered  recently  when  he  attempted  to  remove  several  of  the  bills 
from  the  bags  in  which  his  son  keens  his  savings  in  a large  trunk. 
Sam  immediately  detected  the  loss  of  the  bills,  which  his  father  had 
hoped  to  tender  him  later  on  when  the  fever  for  money  waxed  too 
warm.  The  elder  Hahn  is  obliged  to  take  his  son’s  bank  book  each 
day  and  “deposit  the  money  in  the  bank,”  which  might  furnish  the 
father  with  a plan  to  escape  further  outlaj-,  by  returning  the  same 
bills,  did  not  wise  Samuel  make  frequent  runs  on  the  bank. 

Recently  at  an  evil  moment  when  father  Hahn  ran  short  of  Con- 
federate currrency  and  could  not  supply  an  unexpected  demand  for  the 
long  green,  Sam  began  to  rave  and  mixed  things  up  generally,  tear- 
ing through  the  house  upsettiug  china  and  breaking  up  bric-a-brac, 
including  a table  and  mahogany  chairs,  and  driving  the  members  of 
the  family  out  into  the  street. 

“Oh,  it  is  awful,”  are  the  words  of  the  elder  Hahn  when  he 
comes  to  Mr.  Elder  to  buy  more  bills.  “He  is  getting  worse  all  the 
time,  and  it  would  be  a good  thing  for  us  if  he  were  dead.  We  don’t 
know  at  what  moment  he  may  kill  us.  We  have  thought  of  putting 
him  in  an  asylum  but  we  have  put  up  with  his  antics  because  he 
works  very  faithfully  every  day  and  is  all  right  mently  except  on  the 
subject  of  money.  He  has  now  $16,000  in  Confederate  money.  As 
soon  as  he  finds  the  money  is  not  coming  in  fast  enough  he  begins  to 
rave  and  the  house  becomes  too  small  to  hold  him-” 
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“2\tng”  Buutjam  &gatn 

Only  one  or  two  collectors  knew  that  W.  F.  Dunham,  of  Chicago, 
took  the  strongest  hand  in  the  bidding  at  the  recent  Levick  sale  of 
Hard  Times  tokens.  It  was  Mr.  Dunham  who  followed  Mr.  Elder  up 
to  $20  and  $80  each  for  the  big  rarities,  and  now  his  collection  of 
these  curious  and  often  ludicrous  products  of  the  great  financial  panic 
of  ’37,  is  the  finest  in  the  United  States.  Again  we  doff  our  hats  to 
a collector  of  the  best  type,  and  one  of  the  most  genial  spirits  in 
Numismatics. 


public  Auction  :i5>ale 

Among  the  notable  offerings  in  this  sale,  which  will  be  held 
December  19th  will  be  a fine  collection  of  ancient  Egyptian, 

Greek  and  Roman  Antiquities  such  as  vases,  statuary,  pottery,  coramies, 
scarabs,  necklaces,  beads,  weapons,  mosaic,  coins.  In  coins,  etc.,  a 
very  rare  goloid  proof  set  of  1880,  struck  in  copper,  including  the 
very  rare  $4,  $5,  $10  and  $20;  uncirculated  cents  of  1805;  extremely 
fine  specimens  of  the  Chain  1793.  Jackson  token,  Low  No.  1,  struck 
in  white  metal;  a superb  collection  of  about  100  war  medals,  the  final 
offering  of  a remakable  collection  gathered  by  a gentleman  now  de- 
ceased, including  those  with  bars  of  Orthes,  Chateauguay, 
Northwest  Frontier,  Tofrek,  Martinique,  Toulouse,  Nive, 
Nivelle,  etc.,  fine  New  England  silver;  some  raie  U.  S.  gold  includ- 
ing uncirculated  $5s  of  1830  and  1883.  U.  S.  1841  I).  A cata- 
logue with  two  plates  will  be  sent  on  receipt  of  only  50c,  which  will 
not  cover  its  cost.  Plain  catalogues  will  be  sent  free. 

Thomas  L.  Elder, 

32  East  Twenty  Third  Street,  New  York  City. 


Auction  &ecorbS;  &alr 

Some  prices  realized  at  Mr.  Elder’s  Sale  of  October  14th- 15th,  1907: 

1836  Dollar.  Very  fine.  $11.50. 

1839  Dollar.  Very  fine.  $50. 

Brunswick  and  Lunenburg  \%  Thaler.  V.  Fine.  $7.50. 
Brunswick  and  Lunenburg  triple  thaler,  V.  Fine.  $1 1- 
Bechtler  $5  Georgia  gold.  Fine.  $85. 
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Bechtler  $5,  at  Rutherford.  Fine.  $33. 

Bcehtler  $5,  at  Rutherford..  Fine.  $33. 

Bechtler  $5,  Rutherford.  Abt.  Fine.  $32. 

$2.50  Bechtler,  Rutherford.  04  G.  22  Carats.  $105. 

$10  Moffat  Co.  About  Unc.  $48. 

$20  Clark  G.  & Co.  (in  copper).  $17. 

$10  Miners’  Bank.  V.  Fine.  $250. 

$20  U-  S.  Assay.  Proof  surface.  $135. 

$50  Octagonal  slug.  Good.  $115. 

1875  $1  gold.  Proof.  $47.75. 

1805  25c  silver.  V.  Fine.  $24. 

1806  Uncirculated.  $14.00. 

1798  over ’97.  Dime.  V Fine.  $20.50. 

1804  Dime.  About  fine.  $28. 

1807  Dime.  Unc.  $5. 

1809  Dime.  Very  fine.  $5.70. 

1796  Half  Dime.  Proof.  $25. 

1797  Half  Dime.  15  stars.  V.  Fine.  $4  60. 

U.  S.  A.  Bar  Cent.  $6.90. 

1796  Half  Cent.  With  pole.  Unc.  $300. 

1792  Silver  Center  Cent.  About  fine.  $212.50. 

1811  Half  Cent.  Nearly  Unc.  $6.50. 

1811.  Cent.  Unc.  Partly  red.  $51. 

1794  Cent.  Hays  No.  1.  Good.  $4.75. 

1794  Cent.  Flays  No.  10.  V.  Good.  $3  50. 

1794  Cent.  Hays  36.  V.  Good.  $3.10. 

1794  Cent.  Hays  43.  Fine.  $3.50. 

1824  over  ’22.  Cent.  V.  Fine.  $5.50. 

1793  Cent.  Wreath.  Fine.  $8.75. 

1794  Cent  Hays  No  26.  Uncirculated.  $43. 

1799  Cent.  Good.  $12. 

1822  U.  S.  Cent.  Unc.  $8.50. 

1856  Eagle  Cent.  Proof.  $10. 

1831  Half  Cent.  V.  Fine.  $50. 

1836  Half  Cent.  Proof.  $46. 

1847  Half  Cent.  Proof.  25. 

50c  U.  S.  Fract.  Currency.  Spinner:  with  autograph  sigs.  of 
Allison  and  New.  $53. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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^tbbctt  Creatures 

Written  for  The  Monthly  by  Francis  C.  Nicholas,  Ph.  D. 

Z 

Romance,  old  stories  and  legends  come  to  us  from  the  Spanish 
main.  Ancient  history  of  days  before  this  country  of  ours  had  even 
been  discovered,  for  when  New  England  was  first  settled  there  had 
been  over  a century  of  Spanish  civilization  in  South  America.  It 
was  Spanish  civilization  and  Spanish  conquest,  the  one  beautiful,  the 
other  terrible;  yet  what  were  the  few  Spanish  settlers  to  do  against  the 
teeming  bands  of  aborigines,  the  descendants  of  whom  even  now  are 
terrible  in  their  cruelties  except  they  are  inspired  with  terror.  In  the 
days  of  the  early  conquest  it  is  related  that  the  mailed  chevaliers  of 
Spain  met  in  terrific  combat  a tribe,  or  a nation,  called  the  Tyrones, 
who  fought  and  gave  no  quarter,  nor  asked  it.  The  battle  took  place 
during  three  days  at  a valley  some  little  distance  from  the  city  of 
Santa  Marta  where  at  the  foot  of  lofty  mountain  ranges,  over  which 
the  Tyrones  had  great  paved  road  ways,  all  the  men  of  the  tribe  met 
the  Spaniards,  contesting  that  they  should  not  advance  over  their 
roads  into  the  hidden  recesses  of  the  mountain;  where  rumor  reported 
was  a great  and  populous  city,  stored  with  gold  and  treasured  gems 
belonging  to  the  Indians.  A terrific  hand  to  hand  combat  was  there 
contested  for  three  days,  as  often  as  the  Spaniards  advanced  to  the  stone 
roads  and  stairs,  as  often  were  they  driven  back  from  sheer  exhaustion 
of  the  fighting;  though  they  piled  the  road  ways  with  dead  and  dying 
Indians,  and  blood  dripped  and  flowed  continually  among  the  pave- 
ments and  great  blocks  of  granite  forming  steps  up  the  mountains. 
The  Tyrones  were  not  equipped  to  combat  with  chevaliers  in  coats  of 
mail,  yet  Spaniards  were  borne  to  the  ground  in  numbers,  and  were 
smothered  01  pounded  to  death ; but  the  butchery  of  the  Indians  so 
engaged  was  in  such  swift  and  frightful  carnage  that  hundreds  of 
Indian  lives  were  taken  ere  they  could  pound  life  from  the  body  of 
one  fallen  Spaniard,  and  blood  ran  in  such  gushing  streams  that  some- 
times a fallen  Spaniard  would  be  stifled,  drowned  literly  by  the  blood 
spurting  from  the  wounded  bodies  of  the  men  who  crowded  to  attack 
and  hesitated  not  to  give  a thousand  lives  to  kill  one  Spaniard. 

In  three  days  it  all  was  over,  the  last  handful  of  the  Tyrones 
stood  on  their  stone  road- ways  still  righting,  and  when  not  one  man 
was  left  no  warrior  of  the  Tyrones  to  contest  the  way  the  Spaniards 
could  advance  to  the  rich  city  and  the  laud  for  which  the  defenders 
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had  each  given  his  last  drop  of  blood.  The  advance  was  not  immedi- 
ate, the  Spaniards  were  exhausted  from  slaughter,  a day  or  two  and 
t ben  a little  longer  was  given  up  to  rest;  and  the  birds  sang,  the 
waters  of  cool  brooks  splashed,  the  breezes  stirred  among  the  trees  and 
sunbeams  fell  and  glinted  on  the  moss.  These  were  not  all,  borne  on 
the  air  came  other  sounds  of  labored  effort,  of  pounding,  hammering 
and  forcing,  and  at  times  came  grinding,  rolling  sounds  a^  some  great 
mass  went  crashing  down  the  mountain  sides 

The  Spaniards  waiting  in  the  valley  listened,  wondered  and  half 
doubted  whether  they  should  go  on,  or  should  retreat;  but  Spanish 
valor  never  has  beep  known  to  fail,  and  preparations  were  in  progress 
when  on  the  night  came  distant  shrieks  of  agony  and  terror,  piteous 
cries  and  pleadings  faintly  heard  for  they  were  far  away;  an  hour  and 
another  hour  and  everything  was  still.  Over  the  solemn  mountains 
the  silence  of  the  night  was  broken  only  by  the  cries  of  flying  birds, 
aud  the  monotonous  droouing  and  whirring  of  insects,  and  wondering 
the  Spaniards  were  awed  to  silence.  In  the  morning  the  advance  was 
sounded  for  an  hour,  another  hour,  a half  a day  they  toiled  over  the 
roads  aud  great  stone  stairways  up  aud  up  the  mountains.  Then  a 
halt,  for  defeat  was  before  them,  utter,  complete  and  merciless  At 
a rough  place  in  the  mountains  all  the  roadway,  all  the  stairsteps  had 
been  toru  away  and  sent  crashing  down  the  steps.  Advance  was  now 
impossible;  and  bloody  on  the  ruined  roadway  were  the  bodies  of  the 
women  and  children  of  the  Tyrones,  who  had  followed  their  men  into 
oblivion;  of  the  tribe  not  one  was  left,  the  women  had  destroyed  the 
road,  had  killed  their  children  and  then  had  killed  themselves.  De- 
feated in  their  efforts  to  reach  the  city  of  the  Tyrones,  the  Spaniards 
went  back  to  the  coast,  and  to  this  day  that  city  has  never  been  found. 

Is  it  a fable,  a legend  of  the  past ? Many  people  have  searched 
for  the  city,  the  belief  that  a great  ruin  exists  is  firmly  established  in 
all  the  country  around  the  mighty  ranges  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  de 
Santa  Marta  mountains  in  Colombia.  Massive,  mysterious' and  beau- 
tiful are  these  mountains,  their  summits  towering  into  the  regions  of 
perpetual  snow,  their  ancient  valleys  eroded  to  hidden  depths,  great 
stretches  of  country  rough  and  difficult  accessible,  never  yet  visited 
by  white  men,  what  a wealth  may  there  be  hidden. 

Beyond  question  the  country  was  once  populated  by  a great,  pros- 
perous and  progressive  people,  there  are  the  roadways  of  massive  stone 
worn  smooth  by  passing  feet  attesting  a people’s  energy  and  industry. 
There  are  the  tombs,  great  chambers  hewn  into  the  solid  rock,  we  find 
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curiously  wrought  stone  beads  made  with  a skill  which  would  tax 
modern  ingenuity,  there  are  stone  implements,  strange  pottery,  carved 
idols  and  beautifully  wrought  gold  ornaments;  and  this  is  not  all, 
foundations  of  great  buildings  silent  and  alone  in  the  jungles, and  ter- 
races on  the  mountain  sides  attest  where  man}'  people  once  had  lived. 

My  own  explorations  in  the  mountains  indicate  to  me  that  the 
city  of  the  Tyrones,  if  such  exists,  is  not  at  the  roadway  where  the 
battle  took  place,  and  where  the  land  is  not  so  fertile,  but  further 
back  where  the  rich  lands  are  inviting  and  pleasant.  The  roads  were 
to  reach  the  seaport  where  Santa  Marta  now  is  located  but  the  people 
lived  some  days’  journey  back  among  the  mountains.  Those  who  have 
searched  for  the  city  have  always  looked  in  the  vicinity  of  the  broken 
roadway,  the  natural  place  to  look  is  among  the  more  distant,  fertile 
and  well  watered  valleys. 

Perhaps  the  city  of  the  Tyrones  does  not  exist,  but  beyond  the 
shadow  of  a doubt  a great,  energetic,  prosperous  people  once  occupied 
the  regions  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  de  Santa  Marta  Mountains  in  northern 
Colombia,  and  if  an  expedition  were  sent  to  make  investigations  a 
wealth  of  scientific  material  would  be  obtained,  thousands  and  thous- 
ands of  rare,  beautiful  and  curious  specimens  of  antiquity  are  certainly 
to  be  had;  and  perhaps  a great  city  the  seat  of  a lost  civilization,  with 
all  its  treasures,  will  at  last  be  located,  and  the  monuments  of  a people 
gone  to  oblivion  would  then  be  restored  to  science. 


WILL  REPRODUCE  OLD  COINS. 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Nov.  1.— To  reproduce  old  shekels  and  dispose 
of  them  to  numismatists  and  others  for  modern  coin  is  the  purpose  of 
a company,  one  of  the  most  unique  ever  formed  here,  aud  incorporated 
with  a capitalization  of  $75,000.  It  is  the  Ancient  Sheckel  company, 
and  the  trustees  are  S.  F.  Balia,  E.  D.  Sheffier,  O.  V.  Monroe,  Della 

, . * i 

M.  Corwin  and  Carrie  E.  Sheffier. 

It  is  announced  that  ornaments  will  be  manufactured  and  emblems 
of  long-gone  centuries  copied.  The  men  promoting  the  enterprise  ad- 
mit that  present  day  pieces  of  money  appeal  to  them,  and  that  their 
principal  object  is  to  accumulate  a lot. — Des  Moines  Capital. 
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Corregponbrnce 

NUMISMATISTS  ON  THE  NEW  EAGLE. 

My  dear  Mr.  Elder  :— I am  enclosing  a couple  of  rubbings  of  Bryan 
dollars,  and  descriptions  of  another  one  that  has  parodies  of  “In  God 
We  Trust.”  A search  in  the  bar  rooms  will  reveal  a lot  more  parodies 
for  at  one  time  these  places  were  especially  rich  in  such  mottoes.  I 
trust  that  you  will  speak  well  of  the  new  eagle.  I have  just  .sent  off 
to  Editor  Heath  a word  of  praise  about  the  piece. 

In  justification  of  the  Greek  type  of  the  new  $10,  the  placing  of 
the  head  as  it  is  and  the  feathers  going  to  the  edge,  almost  identical 
types  can  be  found  among  many  Greek  coins.  I can  only  think  of  a 
few  offhand,  including  the  Athenian  pieces,  and  those  of  Thurium, 
Plmrsalos,  Heraclea  and  Velia. 

In  justification  of  the  “pants”  of  the  eagle,  a glance  at  our  own 
coins  of  the  seated  liberty  type  will  show  that  trowsers  were  worn  long 
in  those  days,  as  well  as  in  the  time  of  the  Ptolemies,  and  good  ex- 
amples can  be  found  on  those  ptolemaie  coins  with  one  and  two  eagles 
on  the  leverse.  I think  the  design  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  are  grand 
conceptions,  but  the  technical  execution  or  die  work  I do  not  consider 
good. 

Yours  very  truly, 

HOWLAND  WOOD,  Secietary. 
Brookline,  Mass.,  November  13,  1907. 

* 

* * 

My  dear  Mr.  Elder:— 

I have  examined  the  new  St.  Gaudens  ten  dollar  gold  coin  which 
you  so  kindly  obtained  for  me  and  will  briefly  give  you  my  opinion 
of  it. 

Upon  the  obverse,  the  head  and  appurtenances  and  date  are  too 
large  for  the  size  of  the  piece,  and  the  stais  too  small.  The  face  of 
Liberty  is  an  anomaly.  The  prominent  nose  and  chin  indicate  deter- 
mination and  strength  of  character,  but  the  effect  of  over  hanging 
“upper  jaw”  and  lip  with  open  mouth  is  idiotic.  While  the  face  is 
not  that  of  an  Indian,  the  headgear  is. 

On  the  reverse,  we  find  a turkey  buzzaid  in  pantalettes.  The  woids 
of  the  legend  above  and  value  below  the  effigy  are  not  sufficiently 
spaced,  and  are  too  close  to  the  outer  rim  of  the  coin.  There  should 
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be  a marginal  space  between  the  top  of  these  letters  and  the  rim.  “E 
Pluribus  Unum”  is  added  as  a postscript. 

The  style  of  letters  used  on  both  obverse  and  reverse  and  the  fig- 
ures of  date  show  very  poor  judgment  viewed  from  a typographical 
standpoint. 

In  one  respect  the  piece  may  be  called  a “howling  success.’’  It 
is  entirely  different  from  anything  ever  before  issued  by  the  United 
States  Mint,  and  no  patent  is  needed  to  protect  the  designer  from  in- 
fringements. 

The  coin,  both  obverse  and  reverse,  is  a humiliating  disappoint- 
ment, without  one  redeeming  feature,  and  is  a “foozle.’’ 

Yours  very  truly, 

E-  GILBERT. 


* 

* * 


THE  NEW  COIN. 

My  dear  Mr.  Elder: 

It  is  not  strange  that  a feeling  of  exultation  results  from  one’s 
first  glimpse  of  the  new  $10  gold  coin  Chagrin  and  dismay  have 
long  stirred  within  us  at  sight  of  our  coins  in  contrast  with  these  of 
other  nations,  and  to  have  one  now  that  need  not  be  defended  save 
from  attacks  of  patriotic  committees  from  Harrisburg  and  from  over- 
zealous  religious  enthusiasts,  is  indeed  gratifying. 

To  the  former  we  might  say, should  we  be  able  to  assume  sufficient 
gravity  in  addressing  them:  “Look  you!  A great  painter  or  sculptor 

is  no  one-eyed  camera,  nor  does  he  slavishly  copy  every  feature  before 
him  when  he  works  from  a model,  in  order  thus  to  translate  more 
readily  into  the  medium  he  has  chosen,  his  conception  of  beauty,  or 
grandeur  or  power.’’ 

The  simple  beauty  and  dignity  of  design  here  shown  on  both  ob- 
verse and  reverese,  must  eventually  silence  all  such  noisy  objections; 
and  so  we  listen  with  a show  of  tolerance  to  the  ciiticisms  noted. 

Formerly  at  the  suggestion  of  that  great  American,  Benjamin 
Franklin,  some  of  our  coins  were  inscribed  “Mind  your  business, ’ ’and 
it  has  been  suggested  that  if  we  must  have  a motto,  this  be  reinstated 
as  being  more  pertinent  and  characteristic. 

Seriously  tho,  it  is  certainly  true,  as  President  Roosevelt  so  con- • 
vincingly  showed  in  his  recent  open  letter,  that  it  has  come  to  be 
flagrant  irreverance  to  use  the  inscription  “In  God  We  Trust’’  on  the 
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country’s  coins.  Reverence  for  truth  and  beauty  is  most  effectively  in 
evidence  in  a beautifully  designed  and  characteristic  coin,  certainly, — 
and  it  is  because  vve,  as  a nation  do  not  appreciate  the  inspiring  grace 
and  power  of  beautiful  symbols  that  we  have  so  many  ugly  and  dis- 
piriting ones  all  about  us. 

But  now  that  we  have  it  before  us,  we  appreciate  the  grace  and 
baeuty  of  the  firmly  modelled  head,  so  nicely  placed,  and  so  deeora- 
tively  relieved  by  the  stiff  feathers;  and  the  eagle  remarkable  for  its 
spirited  yet  dignified  posture  and  for  the  very  evident  characteristics, 
in  drawing  and  modelling  of  the  American  eagle.  In  this  we  have  at 
last  a truthful,  dignified  and  conventional  American  eagle. 

Charles  J.  Connick. 

Boston,  Nov.  20,  1907. 


THE  OED  SILVER  DOLLAR. 

How  dear  to  our  heart  is  the  old  silver  dollar  when  some  kind 
subscriber  presents  it  to  view;  the  liberty  head,  sans  necktie  or  collar 
and  all  the  strange  things  which  to  us  seem  so  new.  The  widespread- 
ing  eagle,  the  arrows  below  it,  the  stars  and  the  words  with  the  strange 
things  they  tell;  the  coin  of  our  fathers,  we’re  glad  that  know  it,  for 
some  time  or  other  ’twill  come  in  right  well.  The  spread  eagle  dollar, 
the  star  spangled  dollar,  the  old  sliver  dollar  we  all  love  so  well. — 
Kansas  City  Independent. 

* 

* * 

“SLUGS”  TO  BE  SOLD. 

New  York,  Oct.  14.  — [Exclusive  Dispatch.]  Coin  collectors  from 
Chicago  and  elsewhere  will  engage  in  a lively  competition  here  next 
week  to  secure  a rare  souevnir  of  the  pioneer  days  of  California,  when 
the  gold  of  the  Argonauts  was  turned  into  rough  slugs  in  San  Francisco 
as  a substitute  for  the  regular  United  States  gold  coins. 

Bidding  for  one  of  the  rare  “miners’  back”  $10  gold  pieces,  struck 
in  California  in  1850,  will  be  a feature  of  the  auction  of  old  coins  at 
Elders’ . 

It  is  not  known  how  many  of  these  coins  are  still  in  existence, 
but  the  number  is  extremely  limited.  This  is  the  first  one  to  be 
offered  for  many  years.— Los  Angeles  Times. 
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The  November  meeting  of  the  Boston  Numismatic  Society  was 
held  at  the  society’s  rooms  November  8th,  at  3 P.  M.,  Dr.  S.  A.  Green, 
Pres.,  in  the  chair.  The  following  members  were  present:  Dr.  Green, 
Mr.  Marvin,  Mr.  Crosby,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  Trowbridge,  Mr.  Stearns, 
Mr.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Wood. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

A committee  was  appointed  by  the  President  to  revise  the  By-Laws 
o the  society.  Mr.  Wood  was  appointed  Chairman  and  Dr.  Storer  and 
Mr.  Chase  were  chosen  to  act  with  him. 

Mr.  Robinson  exhibited  several  Eastern  medals  the  exact  attribu- 
tion of  which  has  never  been  determined  upon.  Mr.  Robinson  also 
presented  to  the  society  a photograph  of  the  numismatic  cabinet  in 
the  Essex  Institute. 

Mr.  Stearns  showed  a Clark,  Gruber  $5  gold  piece  of  1861. 

Mr.  Chase  exhibited  a Columbia  & Washington  medal,  a large 
pewter  Dutch  satirical  piece,  and  three  silver  jettons  of  Venice,  all 
having  ships  on  them. 

Mi.  Wood  exhibited  a rare  gold  coin  of  the  Axumite  dynasty  of 
Eastern  Ethiopia,  the  new  Danish  West  Indies  set,  an  example  of  the 
“spirit  money”  of  Burmah,  a series  of  thirty  rupees  showing  the  dif- 
ferent standards  and  patterns  used  in  India  during  the  last  hundred 
years,  and  a proof  piastre  struck  by  Denmark  for  Greenland. 

Mr.  Trowbridge  exhibited  a “mome-gin”  of  Japan  and  a silver 
bar  commemorating  the  opening  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Railway 
tunnel. 

A general  discussion  then  took  place  and  the  meeting  was  ad- 
journed to  meet  the  first  week  in  December. 
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The  45th  monthly  meeting  of  the  above  named  Society  was  held 
in  their  rooms,  1622  Masonic  Temple,  Mr.  W.  F.  Dunham  presiding. 
The  following  members  were  present : Mr.  Jerrems,  Mr.  Verkler,  Mr. 

Carey,  Mr.  W.  F.  Dunham,  Mr.  Brand,  Mr.  Jaeger,  Mr.  Simpson, 
Mr.  Excell,  Mr.  Leon,  Mr.  Blumenschein,  Dr.  Merrill,  Mr.  Chester 
Dunham,  Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr. 
G reen . 

Mr.  E.  H.  Adams,  Mr.  E.  W.  Hoague  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Loer  were 
elected  to  membership. 

Two  commemorative  cards  were  received  from  Mr.  T.  L.  Elder. 

A motion  was  carried  authorizing  the  Society  to  recommend  an 
Indian  head  for  the  contemplated  new  United  States  cent.  Models 
were  shown,  which  are  to  be  submitted  to  the  Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  Brand  distributed  the  Pike  Centennial  medals  in  bronze  and 
silver  to  those  present  at  cost.  Many  interesting  exhibits  were  made 
including  a set  of  U.  S.  cents  by  Dr.  Holmes,  and  a set  of  Swedish 
plate  money  by  Mr.  Leon. 

Auction  catalogs  were  received  from  Elder,  Green,  and  Adolph 
Hess  Nachfolger. 

Mr.  Leon  presented  the  Society  with  a pair  of  mounted  owls. 
The  rooms  have  been  greatly  improved  in  appearance  and  convenience 
by  the  new  book  cases  and  exhibit  cases. 

Adjourned  to  meet  Nov.  1st,  1907. 

* , * 

* 

The  46th  monthly  meeting  of  the  above  named  Societ}7  was  held  in 
their  rooms,  1622  Masonic  Temple,  Friday  evening,  Nov.  1st,  Pres. 
W.  F.  Dunham  presiding.  The  following  members  were  present: 
Mr.  Verkler,  Mr.  W.  F.  Dunham,  Mr.  McDonald,  Mr.  Brand,  Mr. 
Jaeger,  Mr.  Simpson,  Mr.  Blumenschein,  Dr.  Merrill.  Mr.  Chester 
Dunham,  Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Sorensen,  Mr.  Williams  and 
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Mr.  Gieen.  Mr.  J.  W.  Sears  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Ripstra  were  elected  to 
membership. 

Mr.  YV.  F.  Dunham  made  some  interesting  experiments  with  acid 
on  various  metals  and  explained  its  effects.  A test  of  memory  in  re- 
gard to  the  U.  S.  cent  of  1907  was  made,  the  silver  medal  being  won 
by  Mr.  Baker. 

Mr.  Williams  showed  his  U.  S.  type  collection,  which  is  practi- 
cally complete.  Mr.  Brand  exhibited  Belgian  trial  pieces  in  gold, 
silver,  copper  and  lead;  a very  fine  Cromwell  9 pence  and  some  rare 
ancient  gold  and  seige  pieces.  Dr.  Merrill  showed  Peruvian  gold ; 
and  Mr.  Green,  the  Chicago  Philatelic  Society  medal  issued  to  com- 
memorate their  500th  meeting. 

Donations  to  the  cabinet  were  received  from  Mr.  Leon  and  Dr. 
Fisher.  Books  received  were : British  Coinage  by  Ruding,  3 vols.  ; 
Coins  of  the  Jews  by  Madden ; Canadian  Coin  Cabinet  by  Le  Roux; 
Vadmecum  by  Le  Roux;  Scott’s  Copper  and  Nickel,  and  Silvei  and 
Gold  catalogs:  Copper  Coins  by  Neumann,  3 vols.  ; Essays  on  Medals 
by  Pinkerton,  2 vols.  ; Gibbous  History  of  Rome,  6 vols.  Magazines 
received  were:  Numismatist,  Sept.,  Oct.,  and  Nov.;  Numismatische 
Correspoudenz  for  Sept;  Spink’s  Numismatic  Circular  for  Sept.,  Oct., 
and  Nov. ; Philatelic  West,  July,  Aug.,  and  Oct. ; and  Numismatischer 
Verkehr  for  Oct.  and  a miscellaneous  lot  of  97  catalogs, pamphlets, etc. 

Mr.  Ripstra  was  present  as  a visitor. 

Adjourned  to  meet  Dec.  6th,  1907. 

BEN  G.  GREEN,  Secretary. 


GTlje  American  J^umtsmattc  &nctetp 

A meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  on  Monday  evening,  Novem-  • 
ber  18th,  last,  with  Archer  M.  Huntington  presiding.  Curator  Poillon 
reports  donations  of  974  coins,  medals  and  insignia  since  the  last 
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meeting.  The  most  valuable  donations  were  those  of  Mr.  J.  Sanford 
Saltus  and  included  the  new  St.  Gaudens  $10  piece,  a gold  proof  set  o 
1907,  a complete  set  of  English  coins  for  1907,  three  Salarnagundi 
Club  medals  and  many  pieces  of  gold-enameled  insignia.  Mr. 
Huntington  presented  some  Grand  Army  medals.  Messrs.  Parish  and 
Eevick  gave  some  Jackson  tokens.  Messrs  Warner,  Waitt  and  Holmes 
donated  masonic  pieces  Rev.  Zimmerman  gave  a very  old  masonic 
silver  piece  inlaid  with  jewels.  ^ 

Prof.  Olcott,  of  Columbian  Univesity,  James  H.  Manning,  of 
Albany,  J.  C.  Mitchelson,  of  Tariffville,  Conn:  Win.  K.  Hidden,  of 
Newark  N.  J.  and  H.  O.  Granberg,  of  Oshkosh,  Wis. , were  elected 
to  membership. 

The  Societ}^  has  acquired  the  Americaan  Journal  of  Numismatics 
and  will  make  it  the  official  journal.  Mr.  Brenner  has  made  a new 
seal  for  the  Society.  By  order  of  the  council  a catalogue  of  the  gold 
coins  in  the  collection  will  be  printed  and  sent  to  the  members. 

The  50th  Anniversary  of  the  Society  will  be  celebrated  in  the 
new  building  ;n  April  of  next  year,  and  for  this  occasion  a special 
medal  will  be  struck.  Probably  the  Society’s  new  building  will  adorn 
the  obverse  of  this  medal. 

The  Coinage  Committee  will  enter  into  further  correspondence  with 
President  Roosevelt  regarding  the  improvement  of  the  United  States 
Coinage  artistically. 


CURRENCY  POURED  INTO  WALE  STREET. 

New  York,  Nov.  5. — Currency  of  all  denominations  and  in  varying 
stages  of  crispness  poured  into  the  offices  of  several  brokerage  houses 
in  Wall  Street  yesterday  from  all  the  nooks  and  crannies  of  New  York. 

Hearing  that  2%  and  2%  per  cent,  premium  was  being  paid  for 
ready  money,  men,  women  and  boys  brought  their  savings  to  the  finan- 
cial district  and  exchanged  them  for  certified  checks  with  the  premium 
increase,  which- they  deposited  forthwith  in  their  banks. 

In  the  offices  of  Mann,  Bill  & Ware,  No. 38  Wall  street,  one  of  the 
firms'that  led  in  the  premium  paying,  there  was  a never  ending  line 
of  associated  personalities  throughout  - the  day.  They  came  from  the 
East  Side  principally  and  they  carried  their  savings,  which  ranged 
all  the  way  front  $100  or  $200  to  $5,000  or  $6,000,  in  pasteboard  shoe 
boxes,  in  toy  banks,  in  old  socks  tied  with  a bit  of  cord, in  their  pock- 
ets, and  in  one  case,  in  a derby  hat. 
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ODD  MAN  MEETS  DEATH  ODDLY. 

On  September  12  there  was  printed  in  “The  Sun”  a story  of  the 
mysterious  disappearance  of  Frederick  C.  Wegener,  who  dealt  in  gems 
and  rare  coins.  On  Saturday  Wegener’s  body  vras  found  in  the  bushes 
by  the  side  of  a lonely  road  near  Bloomsbury,  N.  J.,  a revolver  lying 
by  the  right  hand,  a bullet  wound  in  the  head.  G.  M.  Pidcock,  the 
Coroner  of  Bloomsbury,  after  viewing  the  body  and  examining  the 
condition  of  the  bushes  in  its  vicinity,  decided  that  Wegener  had 
committed  suicide  and  without  holding  an  inquest  gave  permission  for 
the  burial  of  the  body. 

All  that  seemed  of  any  value  to  the  Coroner  found  in  Wegener’s 
pockets  was  50  cents  in  familiar  small  change  and  a number  of  odd 
looking  coins  lettered  in  heathen  words  and  a vial  which  contained 
some  pieces  of  red  and  white  glass.  The  last  acquaintance  who  saw 
Wegener  reported  that  he  then  wore  as  was  his  custom,  rings  and 
other  jewelry  worth  about  $1,000  and  carried,  as  usual,  a valuable 
watch.  No  such  property  is  reported  as  found  on  the  body. 

To  that  acquaintance,  who  asked  Wegener  where  he  was  going, 
he  replied,  “To  hell.”  That  was  in  the  early  part  of  this  month, 
but  it  was  not  until  the  15th  that  he  bought  a round  trip  ticket  to  a 
point  near  where  he  was  found  dead,  and  he  had  some  purpose  of  re- 
turning, for  the  return  coupon  was  found  in  his  pocket. 

Where  he  was  between  the  1st  and  the  15th  of  the  month,  and  how 
he  disposed  of  his  watch  and  jewelry  may  never  be  known,  foi  the 
Bloomsbury  Coroner  did  not  inquire,  and  Wegener’s  distiessed  rela- 
tives will  make  no  effort  to  learn. 

Wegener  was  a person  of  some  pleasing,  some  puzzling,  eccentiici- 
ties.  For  twenty  years  he  had  told  a story  which  his  friends  believed, 
that  his  interest  in  gems  began  with  his  finding  a lot  of  them  thrown 
in  his  way  when  a boy  by  some  French  sailors  trying  to  escape  from 
pursuing  French  naval  officers.  For  the  last  dozen  years  he  had  be- 
come known  to  some  reputable  dealers  in  old  and  rare  coins  and  unset 
gems  as  a collector  of  such  objects  with  a good  knowledge  of  the  value 
of  the  things  he  traded  in. 

The  first  inquiry  about,  him  after  his  disappearance  about  a month 
ago  came  to  “The  Sun’’  office  from  a reputable  dealer  in  old  coins 
who  had  traded  with  Wegener.  The  dealer’s  suspicions  had  been 
aroused  by  inquiries  made  at  his  office  for  Wegener  by  men  whose 
appearance  did  not  indicate  an  honest  interest  in  Wegener’s  stock  in 


J^etospaper  Clippings 


23 


trade.  At  that  time  a “Sun”  reporter  asked  John  C.  Huser,  a com- 
mission merchant  of  120  Duane  street,  who  is  Wegener’s  brother-in- 
law,  if  he  had  heard  from  the  missing  man.  Mr.  Huser  had  heard 
from  the  man  to  whom  Wegener  had  said  that  he  was  going  to  hell. 
Mr.  Huser,  when  seen  yesterday,  said : 

“On  Saturday  a telegram  stating  that  Wegener’s  body  had  been 
found  was  delivered  at  the  office  of  John  Riefe,  president  of  the  Con- 
sumers Brewing  Company.  Mr.  Riefe  was  not  at  his  officce,  so  his 
secretary  forwarded  the  telegram  to  me.  On  Sunday  I went  to  Blooms- 
bury and  made  arrangements  for  the  burial  at  Greenville,  N.  J.,  to- 
morrow. I accept  the  theory  of  the  Coroner  that  Fred  shot  himself. 
Yes,  I did  ask  about  Fred’s  watch  and  jewelry,  but  nothing  of  such 
kind  was  found  on  the  body.  Fred  had  considerable  money,  too,  but 
only  50  cents  in  money  was  found  in  his  pockets.  The  things  in  the 
little  bottle  found  in  a leather  case  in  his  pocket  have  been  said  to  be 
diamonds.  I do  not  know.  I have  not  examined  them.  See,  I am 
drawing  a check  for  the  Bloombury  undertaker’s  bill-  -that  is  all  I can 
do  for  poor  Fred.  A strange  character,  and  a strange  end,  eh?”— Sun, 
Sept.  24,  ’07. 

* 

* * 

THE  ST.  GAUDENS  COINS. 

These  artists,  professors  and  literary  fellers!  It  is  hard  for  this 
big  nation  to  keep  from  wobbling  off  its  base  when  these  irresponsible 
persons  are  given  more  than  a leash  length  of  rope.  There  is  good 
Dean  Burgess,  going  over  to  Germany  and  throwing  us  into  long-dis- 
tance hysterics  because  of  his  careless  handling  of  the  holy  Monroe 
doctrine.  Every  little  while  some  astounding  poet  or  something  of 
the  sort  forgets  his  sacred  Americanism,  and  speaks  treasonable  things, 
either  on  the  nervous  shores  of  the  Philippines  or  in  an  effete  capital 
of  Europe.  Now  some  “American”  societies  suddenly  rise  up  to  de- 
fend with  their  hearts’  blood  and  their  pens’  ink  the  purity  of  our 
nationality,  protesting  against  the  selection  of  an  Irish  face  by  the 
sculptor  St.  Gaudens  for  the  new  gold  coins.  We  know  that  American 
citizenship  is  a sacred  thing,  but  we  cannot  help  thinking  that  St. 
Gaudeus  himself  came  over  here  as  an  immigrant,  and  so,  of  course, 
had  no  business  making  coinage  designs.  We  cannot  help  thinking 
that  we  have  only  one  honestly  Amerian  face  on  our  coinage  and  that 
is  on  the  copper  cents— and  we  are  not  sure  that  this  was  drawn  from 
a genuine  native  model.— Boston  Advertiser. 
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COLOMBIA’S  EMERALD  MINES. 

■^“^The  German  Minister  in  Bogota,  Colombia,  has  sent  to  his  Gov- 
ernment  a detailed  report  on  the  emerald  mines  of  Musco,  in  the 
Department  of  Boyaca.  These  mines  have  undergone  many  vicissetudes. 

After  the  country  broke  away  from  Spain  they  were  at  first  held 
by  Boyaca  and  worked  foi  its  benefit  in  an  indolent  sort  of  way.  Then 
the  national  Government  laid  claim  to  them  and  they  were  shiftlessly 
worked  by  various  concession  holders.  Until  the  most  recent  revolu- 
tion nobody  paid  any  attention  to  the  workings  or  the  value  of  the 
stones  taken  from  them. 

Now  they  have  been  leased  to  a Colombian  syndicate  for  five  years 
and  a rigid  Government  supervision  is  sxercised  over  the  output.  It 
is  the  intention  of  the  Administration  when  the  lease  expires  to  take 
up  the  working  of  the  mines  on  its  own  account. 

From  the  mining  village  a narrow  path  leads  to  the  mines  about 
350  feet  up  the  side  of  a steep  mountain.  The  open  cut  shows  a great 
variety  of  rocks  and  minerals,  slate,  flint  and  quartz  being  the  most 
prominent.  • > 

The  emeralds  are  found  in  a fossiliferuos  limestone  which  shows 
in  gray  streaks  among  the  darker  rocks.  The  Spaniards  used  to  get  at 
the  gems  by  driving  adits  into  the  hill  following  the  veins.  Now  the 
open  cut  has  been  adopted  and  the  rock  is  terraced  from  above. 

High  up  on  the  mountain  there  are  copious  watercourses.  These 
are  directed  into  artificial  reservoirs  aud  flumes— one  of  them  six 
miles  long— are  carried  down  to  the  mine.  The  quantity  of  water  is 
so  great  that  even  in  dry  seasons  there  is  sufficient  to  carry  on  opera- 
tions. 

As  the  rocks  are  pulverized  the  deBris  is  converted  into  slime  and 
carried  by  the  water  down  the  mountain  to  the  Rio  Minero,  far  below, 
which  sweeps  it  along  to  the  sea,  The  gems  are  picked  from  the 
washing  troughs  by  peons,  who  keep  breaking  up  the  rock  smaller  aud 
smaller  so  that  nothing  is  lost. 

Altogether  more  than  100  laborers  are  employed.,  They  receive 
25  pesos  in  paper, equivalent  to  25  cents  a day  in  United  States  money, 
besides  food,  shelter  and  free  medical  attendance. 

None  of  them  can  stand  the  work  very  long.  The  intense  heat, 
especially  in  the  bottom  of  the  great  pit  of  the  mine,  and  the  working 
in  water  break  them  down  rapidly  and  they  fall  .victims  to  the  local 
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They  work  under  canvas  awnings  and  fix  palm  leaves  over  their 
heads  to  keep  off  the  glare  of  the  sun,  but  as  the  day  wears  on  the 
atmosphere  in  the  pit  often  rises  to  a temperature  of  115  to  120  de- 
grees and  it  becomes  as  humid  as  that  of  a Turkish  bath  through  the 
evaporation  from  the  washing  pans  and  the  slime. 

At  every  stage  of  the  work  the  syndicate  inspectors  watch  the 
peons  scrupulously.  Every  stone  is  turned  over  to  them  the  instant 
it  is  found.  They  clean  it  and  report  it  to  the  Government  officials. 

Until  two  or  three  years  ago  it  was  supposed  that  the  Muso  mines 
were  practically  exhausted,  but  this  was  cnly  because  of  inefficient 
methods.  Last  year  emeralds  to  the  value  of  not  less  than  $1,000,000 
in  gold  were  taken  out  and  sold. 

* 

* * 

SAINT  GAUDENS’  COIN  MODEL,. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  World: 

I notice  a great  many  people  of  late  who  style  themselves  patriotic 
Americans  have  a strong  aversion  to  the  face  of  a foreign-born  girl  ap- 
pearing on  the  coins  of  the  United  States.  This  seems  to  me  very 
silly  when  one  considers  the  heterogeneous  population  which  comprises 
these  United  States.  When  Saint  Gaudens  selected  the  profile  of  the 
handsome  Irish  lass  Mary  Cunuingham  as  typical  of  womanly  beauty, 
he  evidently  did  so  regardless  of  race  or  nationality. 

Americans  owe  much  to  the  late  gifted  Saint  Gaudens.  He  has 
enriched  and  beautified  many  American  cities  by  his  gift  as  a sculptor. 
Who  would  gainsay  the  beauty  of  his  splendid  equestrian  statue  of 
“Sherman  aud  Victory,”  which  adorns  the  entrance  to  Central  Park, 
and  his  many  other  artistic  creations  throughout  the  country? 

JOSEPH  E.  MULVANEY. 

New  York,  Sept.  30. 

, * , * 

A.UCTION  SALE  OF  RARE  COINS. 

New  York,  Oct.  21.— Numismatists  all  over  the  couury  are  inter- 
ested in  the  auction  sale  of  rare  coins  in  New  York  during  the  week, 
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and  scores  of  wealthy  collectors  and  dealers  from  various  cities  are 
here  to  compete  in  the  bidding  for  the  rarities  offered.  Rarest  of  all 
the  specimens  is  the  “Miners’  bank’’  ten-dollar  gold  piece,  struck  in 
California  in  1850,  and  lively  rivalry  is  expected  among  the  collectors 
who  desire  to  secure  possession  of  this  souvenir  of  the  gold  money  of 
the  pioneers. 

This  gold  piece  was  one  of  a series  minted  during  the  gold  fever 
days  in  San  Francisco  as  a substitute  for  regular  United  States  gold 
coins,  of  which  at  that  time  there  was  a great  scarcity.  This  piece 
was  struck  by  the  banking  firm  of  Wright  & Company,  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, which  house  afterward  failed  during  a panic.  Only  one  denom- 
ination was  issued  b}^  the  bank,  and  the  average  weight  of  this  piece 
was  263%  grains,  of  a fineness  of  about  865. 

The  coin  bears  no  date,  but  is  of  a beautiful  design.  On  the  ob- 
verse is  a large  eagle  with  outstretched  wings  surrounded  a portion  of 
the  border  being  thirteen  stars,  while  at  the  top  is  the  word  “Califor- 
nia.’’ The  reverse  bears  the  inscription  at  the  top  and  bottom,  near 
the  edge,  of  “Miners’  Bank,  aud  “San  Francisco,’’  with  a star  be- 
tween the  two  inscriptions.  It  is  not  known  how  many  of  these  coins 
are  in  existence,  but  the  number  is  extremely  limited  aud  any  offered 
are  certain  of  bringing  a high  price.  This  is  the  first  one  to  be  placed 
on  sale  in  many  years. 

Another  rarity  to  be  sold  will  be  the  “Silver  Centre’’  cent,  one 
of  the  first  coins  produced  at  the  United  States  mint,  and  bearing  the 
date  “1792.”  The  auction  w ill  also  dispose  of  many  fine  pieces  of 
private  gold  coinage,  among  these  being  an  uncirculated  five-dollar 
Mormon  gold  piece,  bearing  the  inscription  “ Deseret  A ssay  Office, 
Pure  Gold,’’  a coin  once  widely  used  in  Utah  and  coined  through  the 
instrumentality  of  Brigham  Young.  There  are  also  offered  several 
of  the  gold  pieces  of  quaint  design  struck  in  North  Carolina  in  the 
early  30’ s.—  N.  Y.  Times. 

* 

* * 

RECORD  PRICE  FOR  CENTS. 

New  York,  Oct.  16. -Record  prices  for  copper  United  States 
coins  of  early  date  were  paid  today  at  the  Elder  auction  sale,  when 
2000  lots  brought  an  aggregate  of  $7000.  A record  was  made  for  a 
perfect  half-cent  of  1796,  which  was  bid  up  to  $300,  after  spirited 
competition.  Seven  half-ceuts  brought  $534.  A large  aud  valuable 
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lot  of  private  and  United  States  gold  sold  for  high  prices,  bringing 
as  high  as  $250  for  a single  specimen. 

A United  States  pattern  cent,  dated  1792,  the  first  coin  of  this 
denomination  designed  at  the  United  States  Mint,  sold  for  $212.50. 
This  piece  bears  a homely  head  of  IJberty,  is  the  size  of  the  old  lialf- 
cent,  and  has  a silver  plug  inserted  to  make  its  metal  value  that  of 
one  cent.  Washington  personally  complimented  the  engraver,  a poor 
Pennsylvania  blacksmith,  on  this  pattern. —Philadelphia  Record. 


AFRAID  OF  AN  IRISH  MAID’S  PROFILE. 

The  late  Augustus  St.  Gaudens  designed  certain  coins  for  the 
United  States.  On  these  coins  appears  the  profile  of  a woman.  Because 
the  woman  was  born  in  Ireland  a patriotic  society  has  solemnly  pro- 
tested against  the  use  of  her  profile  on  an  American  coin.  We  cannot 
imagine  what  the  Government  will  do  when  it  receives  this  reminder 
of  the  late  Mr. St. Gaudens’  treachery, except  shut  itself  up  in  its  exec- 
utive departments  and  wonder  what  the  world  is  coming  to.  Evidently 
there  are  some  of  us  who  take  life  too  seriously.  In  respect  to“patriot- 
ism”  the  Irishman  has  played  an  admirable  part  in  this  country,  from 
Revolutionary  days  down.  North  and  South,  East  and  West,  from  1776 
to  1898  the  sons  of  Ireland  have  been  found  wherever  duty  called.  Is  it 
possible  that  the  face  of  an“ Irish  born  girl’ ’really  strikes  terror  to  the 
hearts  of“ patriots” in  this  twentieth  century?  Areweso  timid  that  the 
profile  of  an  Irish  maiden  on  an  American  coin  makes  strong  men 
shiver?  We  know,  of  course,  that  the  daughters  of  Erin  are  beautiful  and 
fascinating  and  are  to  be  avoided  by  all  men  who  desire  to  live  a life  of 
single-blessedness;.  It  is  a matter  of  record  that  man)’  an  Englishman 
and  many  a Scotchman  who  have  resisted  the  charms  of  the  maidens 
of  their  native  land  have  capitulated  when  the  Irish  girl  brought  her 
fascinations  to  bear  upon  them.  It  is  conceded,  therefore,  that  the 
daughters  of  Erin  are  a menance  to  the  peace  of  mind  of  all  men  who 
are  trying  to  keep  single.  But  to  attack  them  on  the  ground  of 
patriotism,  to  invoke  the  aid  of  a government  of  80,000,000  persons 
for  protection  from  the  profile  of  one  Irish  girl  on  certain  American 
coins  is  a manifestation  of  “nerves”  utterly  beyond  comprehension. 
Really,  this  is  a case  for  the  neurologists.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
Government  has  competent  experts  in  its  employment.— Baltimore  Sun. 
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BRIGHAM  YOUNG’S  COINAGE. 

While  a two  dollar  and  a half  gold  piece  issued  in  Utah  in  1849, 
recently  sold  for  $175,  it  is  by  no  means  the  rarest  of  the  coins  struck  by 
the  Mormons.  The  Mormon  coinage  consisted  of  the  denominations 
of  $2.50,  $5,  810  and  820,  embracing  several  varieties  of  design  and 
dated  1849,  1850  and  1860. 

Early  in  1849  the  need  of  a circulating  medium  was  felt,  for  all 
the  available  currency  was  about  $60  worth  of  fractional  coin  in  the 
possession  of  Brigham  Young.  A paper  money  issue  was  first  made, 
consisting  of  the  denominations  of  50  cents  and  $1,  the  designs  for 
which  were  typeset.  These  notes  were  made  payable  in  gold  and  re- 
deemed by  a certain  sum  set  aside  for  the  purpose  by  the  Mormon 
authorities. 

Then  dies  were  engraved  for  gold  coins  by  Robert  Campbell  of 
the  denomination  of  $5,  and  still  others  were  designed  by  James  M. 
Barlow,  a jeweler  and  dentist.  There  is  some  uncertainty  as  to  the 
Campbell  designs,  as  the  only  records  obtainable  say  that  the  first  dies 
made  were  broken  while  coins  were  being  struck.  Whether  any  pieces 
were  struck  is  not  definitely  known. 

The  Barlow  designs  were  similar  in  many  respects,  all  the  denom- 
inations of  1849  and  1850  showing  the  same  general  design  with  trifling 
variations.  The  twenty-dollar  gold  piece  showed  on  the  obverse  an 
eye,  above  which  was  the  mitre  of  a Mormon  Bishop,  surrounded  by 
the  inscription,  “Holiness  to  the  Lord.”  On  the  reverse  the  principal 
device  was  two  calsped  hands,  the  date  and  the  initials  “G.  S.  L.  P. 
G.,’’  or  Great  Salt  Lake  City  Pure  Gold,  while  at  the  bottom  w'ere  the 
words  “Twenty  Dollars. 

It  has  always  been  the  boast  of  the  Mormons  that  they  were  the 
first  to  issue  a gold  piece  of  the  denomination  of  820,  which  as  a matter 
of  fact  is  the  truth.  In  1849  James  B.  Longacre  designed  the  present 
United  States  double  eagle,  but  only  one  specimen  of  it  was  struck 
in  gold  from  the  dies  in  that  year.  This  solitary  specimen  is  now 
regarded  as  the  rares  coin  in  the  American  series.  The  regular  coinage 
of  these  pieces  did  not  begin  till  1850. 

A number  of  the  Mormon  twenty-doPar  gold  pieces  were  struck  in 
1849  and  widely  circulated  throughout  that  part  of  the  country. 
While  bearing  the  stamp  of  “Pure  Gold,”  this  statement  is  open  to 
question. 

These  early  eoins  were  first  struck  from  gold  brought  from  Cali- 
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fornia  by  the  Mormon  battalion  and  served  in  the  Mexican  war,  dust 
and  nuggets  being  melted  and  refined  in  the  cellar  of  an  old  building 
on  South  Temple  street,  Salt  Lake  City.  On  the  first  floor  of  the 
same  building  was  the  primitive  coinage  machine,  which,  like  the 
dies,  was  of  Mormon  manufacture.  It  is  a well  known  fact  that  the 
California  gold  conains  a high  percentage  of  silver.  It  is  said  that 
all  the  Utah  coins  up  to  1860  varied  greatly  in  fineness,  containing 
silver  to  the  extent  of  the  average  California  gold.  Their  general 
average  of  fineness  was  about  .886. 

The  intrinsic  value  of  the  twenty-dollar  piece  ranged  from  $16 
to  $18  and  the  fineness  from  .889  to  .900.  The  value  of  an  uncircu- 
atecl  specimen  to  a collector  is  now  placed  at  $150,  but  it  would  prob- 
ably bring  more  if  offered  for  sale. 

The  ten-dollar  gold  piece  of  the  same  series, dated  1849,  of  similar 
design,  is  the  rarest  of  all  the  Mormon  denominations,  and  so  far  as 
known  there  are  not  more  than  two  in  existence.  Up  to  about  1880 
there  was  not  a single  specimen  in  the  possession  of  any  of  the  big 
coin  collectors.  Some  time  after  that  year  a specmen  was  offered  at 
an  auction  sale  and,  no  one  apparently  being  aware  of  its  rarity,  it 
was  sold  for  $22. 

Should  such  a coiu  be  sold  now  its  price  would  probably  equal 
the  highest  premium  ever  paid  for  a Territorial  gold  coin.  This  was 
$1,310,  paid  for  a specimen  of  the  J.  S.  Ormsby  ten-dollar  gold  piece, 
struck  at  about  the  same  time  in  Sacramento,  Cal.  The  only  specimen 
of  the  Mormon  gold  piece  now  located  is  in  the  possession  of  a coin 
collector  named  Callahan,  at  present  living  in  Salt  Lake  City,  who 
has  a complete  series  of  the  Mormon  gold  issues. 

1 he  five-dollar  gold  piece  of  1849  is  the  same  in  design  as  the  two 
preceding  pieces,  but  shows  “Five  Do’’  on  the  lower  part  of  the  re- 
verse. The  intrinsic  value  of  this  coin  varied  between  $4.25  and 
$4.50.  It  is  not  nearly  so  rare  as  some  of  the  others  of  the  same  series. 

The  $2.50  piece  bore  the  same  design  as  the  others,  but  had  “Two 
and  Half  Do’’  on  the  reverse.  This  coin,  like  the  rest  of  the  1849 
series,  had  a plain  edge. 

In  1850  there  was  struck  another  variety  of  the  five-dollar  gold 
piece.  Ihis  showed  a different  form  of  the  eye  and  mitre,  and  around 
this  central  design  was  a circle  of  nine  stars.  In  fine  condition  this 
coin  is  now  held  at  about  $20. 

In  1858  President  Brigham  Young  desired  a change  in  the  design 
of  the  five-dollar  gold  piece,  and  new  dies  were  prepared.  On  the  ob- 
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JBtetusfpapcr  Clippings 


verse  of  this  coin  was  a representation  of  a lion  reclining  on  the 
ground.  Around  the  edge  was  an  inscription  Tn  so-called  Mormon 
characters,  meaning  “Holiness  to  the  Lord.’’  Below  is  the  date  when 
the  coin  was  first  struck,  “1860.” 

On  the  reverse  was  an  eagle,  or  phoenix,  with  a bee  hive  in  front, 
while  around  the  edge  was  inscribed  “Deseret  Assay  Office,  Pure  Gold 
5 D.”  The  edge  of  the  coin  was  reeded,  and  a fine  specimen  is  now 
worth  about  $40. 

Before  this  new  design  was  issued  a pattern  piece  was  struck  in 
gold  from  the  dies  and  presented  to  Brigham  Young.  This  coin 
showed  the  regular  obverse,  with  the  usual  inscription  and  date,  but 
the  reverse  was  plain,  with  the  exception  of  the  central  device  of 
eagle  and  bee  hive.  Mr.  Young  wore  this  coin  as  a charm  on  his 
watch  chain,  and  upon  his  death  the  watch,  chain  and  coin  were  .sold 
by  his  executors  for  $300. 

The  dies  for  the  later  issue  of  coins  are  said  to  be  still  in  the 
possession  of  the  Mormon  authorities  at  Salt  Lake  City.  The  entire 
Mormon  coinage  was  finally  suppressed  by  the  same  national  law  that 
put  an  end  to  the  icsue  of  gold  coins  by  private  persons  in  California, 
-N.  Y.  Sun. 

* 

* * 

THE  1907  GIRL. 

Brightest  and  queenliest  of  all  girls  is  the  radiant  damozel  on  the 
face  of  the  1907  silver  dollar. 

None  can  hope  to  outshine  her  brilliance  or  to  surpass  her  mag- 
netic style. 

Her  charm  is  perennial.  Her  face  is  classy  and  classic.  When 
she  is  by  your  side  you  are  all  to  the  merry,  and  when  she  is  far  away 
—oh,  when  she  is  far  away,  what  words  can  express  the  soulfulness  of 

the  yearn  with  which  you  yearn  for  her  smile? 

She  has  the  Talcom  Sisters— Rose  and  Violet— beaten  to  a blue 
whisper,  and  alongside  her  incomparable  beauty  all  others  look  like  a 
bunch  of  eczema  “ads.” 

“Love  me,  and  the  world  is  mine,’’  coos  Uncle  Sam  to  the  glori- 
ous Girl  of  1907.  vSo  say  we  all.-Kalamazoo  Telegraph. 


BUY  A STOCK 

unaffected  by  Wall  Street  in  a Mine  producing  the 

GOLD  AND  SILVER 


FROM  WHICH  OUR 


MONEY  IS  MADE. 


We  are  operating  ‘The  Hahns  Peak  Gold  Mining  & 
Milling  Co.”  and  handling  much  high  grade  Gold  Ore. 

^|  The  Moffett  line  is  building  to  us. 

Reference:  Any  Bank  or  Postmaster  at  Steamboat 
Springs,  Hahns  Peak,  or  Columbine,  Colorado. 


OFFICIAL  REPORT  OF 

A.  A,  JOHNSON 

Chief  of  Mineral  Dept.  State  Land  Board,  Colorado, 

Reads  as  follows  : “Thq-Hahps  Peak  Gold  Mining  & Milling 
Co.  are  working  on  some  20  claims  on  the  northwest  slope  of 
the  peak  at  an  altitude  of  10,200  feet  and  have  driven  a tun- 
nel 800  feet  into  the  mountain  and  have  cut  three  or  four  va/u- 
ble  veins  and  fissures  and  have  now  a good  shipping  mine  of 
high  grade  ore,  known  as  the  Royal  Flush  Mine  I examined 
this  tunnel  and  sampled  the  ores  in  the  various  veins.  Cut 
and  assay  returns  gave  following  results  as  shown  in  As- 
sav  Certificate  by  Henry  E.  Wood  of  Denver. 

Total  value 

3 ft.  Vein  ft  1,  Gold  1.58  oz.,  Silver  118  oz $108  69 

10  in.  Vein  ft  2 gave  3.24  oz.  Gold,  178  oz.  Silver  181  02 

12  in.  Vein  ft  3 gave  0.11  oz.  Gold,  29.90  oz.  Silver...  21  83 


STOCK  ONE  DOLLAR  PER  SHARE 


WRITE 

H.  O.  CRANBERG,  Oshkosh,  Wis, 


THE  AMERICAN  ANTIQUARIAN 
AND  ORIENTAL  JOURNAL. 


Published  at  438-57tli  Street 
CHICAGO,  ILL. 

NEAR  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  CHICAGO 


This  is  the  only  journal  on  the  conti- 
nent which  makes  a specialty  of 

ORIENTAL  ARCHAEOLOGY 


Marine  Shells  and  Curios  foroniyicc 

I will  mail 

my  handsomely  illustrated  catalogue  and  any 
one  of  the  following  sea  shells:  Crown,  Tulip, 
Lightning,  Fig,  Sun  or  Angel  Wing 

J.  H.  HOLMES,  Dunkdin,  Florida. 


Army  Auction  Bargains 


Tents  - 1 1.90  up 
Rifles  - 1.95 

ARMY  SADDLES 3.00 
Bridles  - 1.00 
u Legglns,  pr.  .15 


Old  Pistols  - - | .50  up 
Officers’  SwortfS,  new 
Cavalry  Sabres  4‘  1.50  ft 

UNIFORMS  *'  1.25  “ 

7 Shot  Carbine  - 3.6C 

1907  MILITARY  ENCYCLOPEDIC  CAT- 
ALOGUE, 260  large  pages,  containing  thousands  of 
beautiful  Mlnstratifv  s — with  wholesale  and  retail  prices 
of  15  acres  GOVT.  AUCTION  SALE  GOODS, 
mailed  for  15  cents  (stamps). 

FRANCIS  BANNERM  AN,  001  Broadway.  NEW  YOI  K 


Bibs  Executed  jfor  all  £be 
Coin  Sales 


It  contains  many  references  to  the  an- 
cient coins  and  symbols  which  are  found 
in  Egybt,  Babylonia,  Greece,  Phcenecia, 
Crete,  and  the  islands  of  the  sea. 

Price  $4.00  per  Year. 


Old  Gold  and  Sil- 
ver Bought 
for  Cash 


The  undersigned  attends  all  the 
auction  sales  both  in  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  and  will  execute 
your  bids  to  your  best  possible  ad- 
vantage for  a commission  of  10^. 

THOS.  L.  ELDER, 

32  E.  23d  St..  New  York  City 


Colombian 


V t ; 

Indian  Pottery 


Found  by  Dr.  F.  C Nicholas. 


If  you  have  any 
old  or  worn  gold  or 
silver  jewelry  and 
will  submit  it  to  me 
by  sealed  registered 
mail,  I will  appraise 
it  at  the  highest 
market  value,  and  if 
my  offer  is  not  accep- 
ted, it  will  be  prompt- 
ly returned. 


This  Pottery  is  several  hundred  years  old 
and  is  made  in  many  forms  and  bears 
animals,  lizards,  monkeys,  armadillos, 
toads,  frogs  and  many  other  grotesque 
creatures  and  nondescripts.  These  ob- 
jects are  made  of  a dark  clay  mixed  with 
mica  and  small  pebbles,  and  they  have  a 
dark  glazed  exterior.  Very  interesting 
examples  at  $1,  #1.50  and  $2  each,  worth 
double.  A remarkable  fact  about  this 
pottery  is  that  out  of  two  hundred  pieces 
no  two  were  found  to  be  alike. 


THOS.  L.  ELDER, 

32  E.  23d  St.,  N.  Y.  City 

1 


THOS.  L.  ELDER, 

32  E.  23d  St.,  N.  Y.  City. 


When  ■writing  advertisers  please  mention  THE  ELDER  MONTHLY. 


ESTABLISHED  I860 


The:  Scott  Stamp  Sc  Coin  Co. 

18  Rast  23rd  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Postage  Stamps  for  Collections 

Largest  Stock  in  America 

Publishers  of  Leading  Stamp  Albums  and 

The  Standard  Stamp  Catalogue 

Large  Illustrated  Pricelist  of  Albums,  Publications,  Sets  and 
Packets  of  Stamps,  Collectors’  Supplies,  etc.,  sent  free  on  application. 
Rare  Stamps  Purchased. 


COINS,  MEDALS,  BOOKS  AND  CURIOSITIES 

Catalogued  for  public  auction  in  New  York.  This  is  the 
greatest  market.  It  is  an  old  saying  that  “ Everything 
finds  its  way  back  to  New  York  eventually.  ” A com- 
parison of  prices  realized  is  solicited.  Write  me  for 
terms  and  particulars  .... 

Thomas  L.  Elder,  32  East  Twenty-third  St.,  New  York. 


DANIEL  R.  KENNEDY,  Auctioneer 

i 


COINS,  STAMPS  and  CURIOS 


11  East  42nd  Stkkkt  - NEW  YORK. 


IV/ifn  imilittfr  advertisers  please,  men /ion  THE  ELDER  MONTHL  V. 


Coins  & Jewelry  & Etc. 



HOLIDAY  BARGAINS 

Gold  ring,  three-stone,  of  Tiffany  style,  with  a zircon,  yellow  sapphire  and 


Scarf-pin,  a beautiful  red  sapphire  with  gold  band  mounting 6.00 

Scarf-pin,  similar,  but  a larger  stone  (blue  sapphire) 7.00 

Scarf-pin,  a Thibetan  turquoise,  silver  mounted  1.25 

Scarf-pin,  a gold  mounted  yellow  sapphire 6.00 

Ring,  (silver)  with  a pink  sapphire 6.00 

Ring,  three  stone  with  diamond,  sapphire  (Montana)  and  ruby  stones  about 

$ caret  each.  Very  cheap  and  newly  set 80.00 

Radies  bracelet,  silver  mounted,  with  brilliant  Thibetan  turquoise  beads. 

Very  fetching  and  stylish,  each 6.50 

Large  turquoise  Matrix  stick-pin,  gold-mounted  and  very  brilliant  colorings 

(stone  alone  worth  $5.)  New,  only 7.00 

Colombian  Indian  pottery,  found  by  Dr.  Francis  C.  Nicholas  (see  his  article 

in  this  number.)  Very  curious  and  interesting.  Express  collect,  each  1.25 
Roman  silver  coins,  over  1500  years  old,  classified  at  25,  85  and  50c  each. 

Roman  bronze  coins,  classified,  B.  C.  25  and  later,  at  20,  25,  to  50c  each. 

Greek  copper  coins,  unclassified,  at  10,  20,  and  25c  each;  classified  at  20,  25  and  50c. 

Malta,  J farthing  pieces,  very  tiny  and  odd,  each i. 10 

Reconstructed  Rubies,  made  from  the  real  ruby  and  as  hard  and  brilliant  as 

the  regular  ruby.  Reduced  to,  per  carat 4.00 

Very  large  bronze  medals  of  Grover  Cleveland,  Harrison,  Arthur,  etc.,  very 

fine  and  handsome,  only,  each 1.75 

Misc.  Washington  medals  in  W.  M.  large,  each i.....  .20 

Colombian  nickel  coins,  8 varieties  mixed,  reduced  to,  per  100 1.00 

Egyptian  scarab  mounted  in  gold  for  scrrf-piti,  (dark  brown) o.OO 

Gold  ring  with  genuine  antique  Greek  intaglio  blood-stone,  figure  of  Pallas. ...  6.00 

Chinese  Knife  Money,  very  fine  and  rare,  B.  C.  14 8.00 

Chinese  Fork  Money;  A.  D.  14.  Genuine.  Rare 1.25 

Very  large  Chinese  bronze  coins,  genuine,  each 1.00 

So.  African  Money,  Boer  Republic,  with  bust  of  Kruger.  8 and  6 pences. 

Getting  scarce.  Reduced  to,  each  40 

Old  U.  S.  Dollars,  1848-73,  dates  of  my  own  selection,  a good  assortment  now 

on  hand  at  only  $1.30  each;  scarce  dates  such  as  ’45,  ’64,  ’65,  ’68,  etc.,  at  1.60 
U.  S.  Proof  Coins;  dates  of  my  own  selection,  lc  pieces  oc,  5c,  10c;  dim,  .16; 

quarter,  .40,  half  dollar  .70,  dollar 1-35 

Isabella  quarter  dollars,  uncirculated,  each.  >75 

California  gold  pieces,  made  by  Mr  Brand  of  California,  and  bearing  his  initial. 
Guaranteed  9 carat  gold,  and  have  Indian  head.  Size  of  the  gold  half 
dollar,  each  75c;  quarter  dollar  size,  each  40c.  Very  pretty  and  nice 
souvenir  of  California. 

Alaska  Gold  pieces,  made  of  14  carat  gold  and  of  fine  workmanship.  Size  of 
half  dollar  gold,  each  $1;  size  of  quarter,  50c. 

SEND  YOUR  WANT  LIST 

Thomas  L.  Elder,  32  e.  23rd  st..  n.  y.  city. 

Telephone  5899  Gramercy. 


When  writing  advertisers  please  mention  THE  ELDER  MONTHLY. 


